The first cleavage site in pepsinogen activation.
By incubation of porcine, bovine, canine, or chicken pepsinogens and calf prochymosin with pepstatin at pH 2.5, the first active protein generated on activation is trapped in an inactive complex. The first activation peptide liberated from porcine pepsinogen has been identified as residues 1-16 whereas that from prochymosin is derived from residues 1-27. This suggests that pepsin and chymosin are not formed by one-step conversions from their zymogens, but by (different) sequential, activation mechanisms.